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Greetings in the Name of Christ!

I pray that your summer is going well and you are enjoying this great season that God has given us! In the absence of Pastor Jeff
this summer, each of the staff members will take their turn in writing an article for the newsletter. | guess | am up first!

I wanted to spend some time “casting” (not a fishing pole) but the vision for Children’s Ministry at Ascension. NOW, just because
you don’t have children, don’t stop reading. | encourage everyone to keep reading and find out what the vision is and what it
means to you! Also, | will have some time at worship on July 18 to share more of the vision. | pray that this will encourage you
as much as our children.

As | begin to lay the foundation for the vision of the Children at Ascension, | pray that this may be an opportunity that you take
some time to pray for the ministry and pray for your special chance to serve in the Kingdom.

There is no doubt that God is love. It actually is the foundation of our relationship with Jesus Christ. The apostle John tells us:
“But anyone who does not love does not know God, for God is love. God showed how much He loved us by sending His one and
only Son into the world so that we might have eternal life through Him.” 1 John 4: 8-9.

The vision for the children’s ministry at Ascension is that every child knows Christ. It seems really simple. It is for the most part.
However, after | have pondered that and thought about it and prayed about it, it is so much harder than what it seems. Why? | just
asked myself, do I really know Christ? | know about Him, I can tell you a lot of stories, but do | personally know Jesus Christ?
There is a big difference between just knowing about Him and personally knowing Him.

How can you help a child to know Christ? What are you doing today to help a child know Christ? Do your actions say that you
are a Christian? Are you walking the walk and talking the talk? Have you found a child at Ascension that you can influence or
talk to? How have you shared Christ’s love today? Just showing love to our children helps them to “know” God. But, as you
probably have guessed it, there is more. Have you taught Vacation Bible School? Have you taught Sunday school? Have you
helped planned an event for a child? Have you helped in the nursery? Do you help provide financial resources to the children of
Ascension? Have you said hi to a child? Have you walked downstairs to see what the children are learning during the year? Have
you attended their Christmas program?

Our children are growing up in a different time than what many of us grew up in. Most of our children don’t have our same
definition of love. Some of our children are dropped at the door and there is never a parent present at church. Some of our
children don’t have a constant father or mother figure that attends church. Getting involved in the lives of our children will help
them to really “know” Christ.

As | continue to map out this vision, I am sure that you have figured this out; it is going to take our entire congregation to help our
children grow in their relationship with Christ. There is one really cool part to this whole equation, no matter where you are in
your own walk; your faith will grow too! Your faith will be tested and challenged by these amazing minds. | encourage you to
talk to one of our wonderful Sunday school teachers, or children’s leaders and ask them what they have been taught by our
children. I am sure the answers will vary, but there will be one common denominator...they have learned so much!

(continued on back page)

Office e-mail = office@ascensionfdl.org Pastor Jeff’s e-mail = pastorjb@ascensionfdl.org
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Gluten-Free Communion Wafers

We keep a supply of gluten-free Communion wafers
in the Kitchen freezer. They are stored in the door
rack and a small plastic container with a purple top.

Simply take one out before service and keep it with
you at your seat. When it is time for Communion,
please bring it forward with you.

Answered Prayers

As a way to celebrate what God has done and to
encourage all of us to continue to be diligent in
prayer, please take a few minutes and jot down how
God has answered you and slip it into the “Answered
Prayers” box in the Gathering area.

Here are a few answered prayers that people have
recently shared:

“My great-nephew had his tonsils successfully

removed.”
X‘\’f
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“Our daughter is back to good
health.”

“Our daughter’s surgery went
well.”

“Our daughter-in-law is 100% cancer free and
preparing to run a marathon.”

“My co-worker’s son is vastly improved and can
return to work.”

Volunteers Needed

We are in need of volunteers to help out with
delivering bread to Loaves and Fishes. Volunteers
would pick up the bread from the Pick N Save on
Pioneer Road on Wednesday mornings, and then
deliver it to the Church of Peace to serve the clients
of Loaves and Fishes. This ministry would require
less than one hour per week. If you can help, please
contact Joan Cavil.

Prayer Ministry

If you are reading this article — Good! Then we have
your attention!! KEEP READING - don't quit!

Here at Ascension our Prayer Ministry is at work
and we love it! We pray about everyone and
everything that is in need of GOD'S help. We praise
and glorify our Lord Jesus Christ and just thank Him
for all that he does - that is what our Ministry is
all about - Praising, talking & listening to GOD.

If you feel God's Spirit tugging at your heart or
praying about something or someone you have never
met, maybe this Ministry is for you? Pray and
search your heart and ask the Lord, is this something
YOU need me to do? He just glorifies in us when
we trust in Him and ask for his help. 1 believe that
He dwells in us, but when | begin to pray with my
prayer partners, and we trust Christ to actively take
charge of us, our lives, and our ministry we will
be wonderfully changed. We have seen prayers
answered and our church grow in Christ
likeness. We have seen Christians learn to listen to
one another’s hearts in the presence of God. This is
what God does for you and me. We grow in a way
that is amazing and GOD LOVES IT!!

This song (one of my favorites) says it all well—
clear your mind and just feel the words:

"What a friend we have in Jesus,
All our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
Everything to God in prayer!
Oh, what peace we often forfeit,
Oh, what needless pain we bear
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in prayer!"
Amen.

Please feel free to contact me, Bonnie Pittl, 922-
7654 or email me at bonniepittl@yahoo.com or
anyone of our prayer ministers for more information.
I think God would like to see our prayer ministry
GROW IN FAITH - and all of our prayer buddies
would like to SHARE prayer with you too....Thank
you and GOD BLESS
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Kitchen Remodeling Project

The Council was pleased to accept a proposal from
several members who would like to provide the
materials and financial support to completely
remodel the kitchen.

There WILL be some room for people who would
like to help with the project. If you have
construction, carpentry, plumbing and/or electrical
skills and would like to help out, please call Mark
Flucke at 923-4274 - H or 517-6823 - C. He will be
serving as the lead contact person on the project.

Please join the Council in thanking God for these
members (who wish to remain anonymous?!) for their
generous gift. And THANKS to all who will help
make this gift come into reality!

Thank You For Your Support!

The Wednesday Morning Bible Studies would like
to thank the church congregation for the success of
the sale of the anniversary ornaments.
Approximately $450 was earned and donated to the
Good Samaritan Health Fund. We are in the process
of contacting people that ordered ornaments but have
not yet received them. Please check above the
mailboxes at church to see if your ornament might
be sitting there with your name on it. It will have a
note on it with the amount owed. Checks should be
made payable to Ascension Church & put in Sheryl
Henry's mailbox. Anyone who has not received a
call about their ornament, or did not order one but
would still like to purchase one, please contact me at
922-0256. We do have extra ornaments available.
The cost is $8.00 per ornament. Thanks once again
for your support.

Wendy Wood & Scott Holmes
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20th Anniversary
Thank You Offering

The Council was informed that some of our
members would like to collect a “Thank You”
offering in honor of our 20th Anniversary. This
offering will be forwarded to the ELCA to help with
the funding of a new congregation.

If you would like to participate, please use one of the
generic “pew” envelopes and write “ELCA” in the
memo line. Offerings will be collected through
August 1st so we can present it to our Bishop when
he comes here on August 8th.

Library Ministry Announcements

Outstanding materials—The library has numerous
books that are have been checked out for quite some
time and in some cases, are several years past due.
If you have any of these books, please return them to
the cart in between the outside doors by the Zone.

Parents—please try to be with your child as he/she
is looking at the library books. We have had some
problems with damaged materials in the children’s
section of books.

Check out procedure—Just a reminder that when
you check out materials, you should put the full date
(month, day, year) and your first and last name on
the card.

And finally, would you be interested in managing
the library ministry?  The current group of
volunteers is looking to “retire” from this ministry
and would love to find the next set of volunteers to
take their place. They will help you learn the ropes!
If you are interested, please contact Carla Miller.

3| ISRARYY
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EAA Mission Meal Meeting
July 12 at 6:30pm

We are partnering with Grace Reformed again to
serve a meal at EAA. We need monetary donations
to purchase the food, people to help prepare the
food, and people to help serve the food.

If you are interested in helping, please see the sign-
up sheet outside Tiffany’s office for more details!
We are also having a meeting on Monday, July 12 at
6:30pm so join us if you can!

Ascension Labor Day Getaway
September 3-6, 2010

There’s still some room... Get your registration /
deposit in for this year’s Labor Day Getaway at
Silver Birch Ranch. Check out the photo board
hanging near the Nursery and pick-up a brochure/
registration form in the literature rack by the Grow
Board in the Narthex or in the literature rack outside
the Youth Office. Talk to Julie Boelter for more
information. It’s a great weekend! Hope you can
join us!

R —

Church Funnies

Have you ever wondered what a child might think about
kissing? Here’s what some kids said about when it is
OK to kiss:

“When they are rich.” Pam, age 7

“The law says you have to be 18, so | wouldn't
want to mess with that!” Curt, age 7

“The rule goes like this: If you kiss someone,
then you should marry them and have kids
with them. It's the right thing to do!” Howard,
age 8

(I guess girls really ARE smarter than boys!)

Dear Girlfriends,

unlimited”
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Time is just flying by these
days! The kids have been out
of school just shy of 2 weeks as | write this to you
all, and here we go - headfirst into July! | hope
you're enjoying the summer. Perhaps you've had
time with family or time for a cookout. Perhaps you
are enjoying the warmth or have an upcoming vaca-
tion planned. In any case, please know that I think
of you often and keep you close in prayer.

During these summer months, we don't have a lot
planned. However, | want to make you aware of a
couple of opportunities to get together:

Monday Walking Mornings! If your schedule per-
mits, please join us as we walk on Monday morn-
ings at 6:30 a.m. We meet at the Park & Ride lot at
the corner of Hwy 151 and Hwy WH and walk for
about an hour on the walking path. Join us once, or
join us every Monday morning. It's great to have
some time together as well as to get some exercise.

1/2 Price Pizza at Ginos. This is a quick, jot-it-on-
your-calendar event to just keep us connected.
We'll meet at Ginos for 1/2 price pizza and fun to-
gether on Monday, July 19th at 6 p.m. The pizza is
delicious and the time together is priceless. Please
sign up on the board in the Care area so we can have
a general count.

If you have any questions for these events or any
questions about Girlfriends Unlimited, in general,
please give me a call. My home phone is 322-9830
or you can reach me on my cell phone at 960-5941.

Have a wonderful summer and | look forward to
seeing you in church on Sunday or perhaps around
town taking advantage of the great weather.

God's Blessings, Cheri Fredrickson
Girlfriends Unlimited - Coordinator

PS: Watch the August newsletter as we gear up for
the upcoming program vyear, including our kickoff
event which will be scheduled in September!
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Children's & Family Ministry Page

\\ For Kids Birth through 6th Grade \
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I\ We are in need of many volunteers to help our children grow in their
relationship with Christ. Please prayerfully consider an opportunity to

make a difference in a child’s life.

[ We are in need of some folks to help with Vacation Bible School. There
U are many different opportunities...please talk to Tiffany!

DNWe are in need of teachers and assistants for Sunday school.
1™ prayerfully consider this. If you are interested, if you are interested but
unsure, if you have no idea if this would be something for you...talk to

| = Tiffan
i = Y

We still have several classes that do not have any teachers or assistants.
R Please help complete the vision of having every child know Christ.

DS
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PARK DAYS ARE

JOIN US FOR A NIGHT OF FUN. WE
WILL MEET AT CHURCH AT 5:30PM.
WE WILL CARAVAN UP TO
APPLETON TO WATCH A FANTASTIC

CONTINUING.
CHECK THE

GAME OF BASEBALL. TIEEFANY’S

TICKETS ARE $6.50 PER PERSON.

CHILDREN UNDER 2 DO NOT NEED A TICKET. OFFICE FOR
DATES AND

PLEASE SIGN UP BY JUNE 30. TIMES.

?7??? TALK TO TIFFANY

We are partnering with Grace Reformed
again.

We need monetary donations to purchase
the food, people to help prepare the food,
and people to help serve the food.

Please see the sign-up sheet outside
Tiffany’s office for more details!

WE WILL BE HAVING A MEETING MONDAY
JULY 12 at 6:30PM. PLEASE COME IF YOU
ARE INTERESSTED IN HELPING!!!

BOARD OUTSIDE

Please
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Do you have an idea for a family event? Please
talk to Tiffany and share your ideas. 1 am
always looking for different events to offer.

I appreciate your input!

i@? & 1 ()Y ($ W(h(, +88
%@? K () (+ %) (&% &,%
i@? L&, /8

g)? O, +* 1 &,+ " (+% (, t&
i@? ) PRLANEE B &,% 1&($* $l%&&* '

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

Tiffany Spoor, Director of Children’'s & Family Ministries
Please call or email at:

(920) 539-4191

tiffany.spoor@ascensionfdl.org
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Youth & Family Ministry Page

A Ministry For Students In Grades 7-12 and Their Families

Mark \_(our Calendar
Upcoming Events...

July 12-14 Youth Milwaukee Mission Trip

July 14 Timber Rattlers Baseball Family Event
July 16-Aug 8 Julie in Belize

August 9-13  Vacation Bible School - Volunteer!!!
August 18 Youth New Years Bash - 6 pm

August 25 Youth Worship Service Practice - 6:30 pm
August 29 Youth Worship Service - AM

Youth Ministry Orientation - PM

Confirmation Guide Orientation &
Child Protection Training - 6:30 pm
September 3-6 Ascension Labor Day Getaway
September 8  1st Night Wed. Night Youth Programs
September 12 1st Day of Sunday School

September 15 CTI Concert - 7:30 pm

September 1

Don’t Forget...
Timber Rattlers Baseball Game
On Wednesday, July 14"

(Sign—up Sheet on the Youth & Children’s
Board in the Narthex)

Please keep the
Youth Milwaukee Mission Trip
(July 12-14) in your prayers this
month... Thanks!

Cans 4 Cash 4 Mission Trips

Please save your aluminum cans for Youth Mission
Trips. They can be brought to church and left in the
shed or near the marked container in the garbage
enclosure. Thanks for your support!

Youth New Year’s Bash

Wednesday, August 18th
6 to 8 p.m. in The Zone

Attention Youth (Grades 7-12)!1! Let’s celebrate
the new program year AND *“officially” welcome the
new 7th graders into our Youth Ministry. Join us for
pizza, games and more! If you’re interested in
helping make this event happen, please talk to Julie
by July 15th (after that she’ll be gone to Belize for
awhile).

Attention Youth

Volunteer at VBS

this summer!!!

August 9"-13""

This is a GREAT opportunity to serve the

Lord and make an eternal difference.
(And it looks good on college & award
applications too!)

Noisy Offerings for Camp Results

PRAISE GOD! Over $1,200 came in since January
through our monthly Noisy Offerings at Worship to
help pay for Crossways Camp (Summer Bible
Camp) for our youth and children. A little bit of
loose change can sure add up! And it sounds pretty
cool too! This money is helping 17 of our students
go to camp this summer. Thank you for your
support!

Julie Boelter, Director of Youth & Family Ministries
Please call or email at:

(920) 979-4633 julie.boelter@ascensionfdl.org
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Compassion Corner

“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder
them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as
these.” Luke 18:16 niv

Your sponsorship and/or prayers for the children
enrolled in Compassion International projects
follows direct words to us from Jesus. The
encouragement you provide through your
correspondence with the child(ren) also helps them
to know that they are important in your eyes and that
God loves them.

If you are interested in what happens to the letters
you send, log on to Compassion.com and choose the
“Sponsors and Donors” section. Click on “Connect
With Your Child”. You can use this section to write
on-line to your child or find out about Compassion
tours to visit your child (wouldn’t THAT be
exciting)!  You might want to read the FAQ’s to
pick up some hints. Look for the section with
pictures and captions which follow your letter in
Colorado Springs (where a 16 member
correspondence team handles 4,000 letters and 700
emails a day) through the opening, dating, reviewing
and tracking process for each letter. Mail is sorted
by countries and leaves Colorado Springs every
Wednesday or Thursday. HINT: This is a good way
to show kids in your family what happens to those
precious letters you send.

You can also view the process used to make sure you
get correspondence from your child. It begins when
a Compassion country office sends packets with lists
of names of children scheduled to write to the center
they attend. Check it out. You’ll have a new
appreciation of how much effort goes into making
sure your letters reach your child. Your relationship
with your sponsored child is THAT important.

Rich and Lindsey Hofer

Do you have a prayer concern and
( W\ ) would like others to join you in your
g-wail =/ prayer request? Email your prayer

<

< .
Bpfaljeraham request to:

prayerchain@ascensionfdl.org

Money Give-Away Results

Thanks to everyone who completed one of the new
Money Give-Away Ballots. By way of reminder,
unless we are told otherwise, 10% of all member
offerings to the Building Fund are set aside into the
“Give-Away” fund. We distribute ballots in June
and December so that our members and friends can
help us decide to whom to give the money.

We had 179 ballots returned and as you will see
below, we were able to share the money with several
different ministries in each category. Any ministry
which received at least 135 votes got a portion of the
money, and those with the highest votes got more.

We hope you are excited about how God has enabled
us to share our blessings with others!

Here’s the breakdown for the first half of 2010:

Local Ascension Crisis Fund $1,100.00
Solutions Center $1,100.00
Hospice House of Hope $550.00
Regional Youth Missions Trip $825.00
Adult Domestic Missions $550.00
Global =~ Compassion International $825.00
Feed My Starving Children $550.00
GRAND TOTAL - $5,500.00

7
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General Fund Report — May 2010
This Month Year-to-Date
Beginning Balance $30,148.40 $9,174.21
Total Offerings & Transfers $40,638.52 $431,497.65
Total Expenses & Transfers $32,701.31 $402,586.25
Ending Balance $38,085.61 $38,085.61
Outstanding Bills $100.00
Available Balance| $38,185.61
$45,000.00
$40,000.00
$35,000.00 1 —‘ —‘
$30,000.00 = :
$25,000.00 - m Offerings
$20,000.00 m Expenses
$15,000.00 —+
$10,000.00 -+
$5,000.00
$0.00 ‘ ‘ ‘
» ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ & & & & & &
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On Being A Steward Building Fund Report
This Month YTD
“Stewardship is the privilege of using ALL Beginnina Bal
God has entrusted to my care in a Godly c9Inming Barnce] $43,504.29 | $63,338.54
way.” Net Offerings $12,268.50 $109,479.35
Author Unknown Interest Eamed $25.51 $436.91
Monthly Mortgage ($11,736.65)]  ($129,103.15)
Think of us in this way, as servants of Other Payments
Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.
Moreover, it is required of stewards that i
they be found trustworthy. Ending Balance $44,151.65 | $44,151.65
(St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 4:1-2) Loan Balance = |$1,524.745.89
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07/02  Nicolaus 07/10  Bill Muehlbauer 07/16  Lisa Pierce 07/24  John McFadden
Harpstead 07/10  Trisha O’Brien 07/17  Brian Lurvey 07/25  Lucy Hughes
07/02  Mike Korneli 07/10 Loretta Snider 07/17  Cathy Philipsky 07/25  Shannon Olson
07/03  Bill Ledger 07/11 Jill Olson 07/17  Abigail Wagner 07/25 Hannah Rasner
07/03  Sue Nass 07/11  Adeline Rhoads 07/17  Benjamin Wagner 07/25 Ron Widell
07/04  Caitlin Ferch 07/12  Kalina Fischer 07/19  Allison Spoor 07/26  Jane Fredrickson
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07/05  Eric Spoor 07/12  Mike Mihelich 07/20  Rachel Hughes Aschenbrenner
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07/02  Travis & Amanda Dash 07/20 Al & CC Achterberg 07/31 Doug & Angie Hall
07/08 Jim & Diane Chiesa 07/20  Gregg Brewer & 07/31 Jack & Barb Pollei
07/10 Grace & Tim Fenner Jackie Block . v
07/10 Andy & Amy Lubben 07/21 Darrel & Cathy Duehring i g
07/12  Eric & Amy Schalk 07/22  George & Sandy Silcock SR
07/13 Jim & Pat Hargadine 07/24  Pat & Cathi McGowan s
07/17 Tom & Amy Harmsen 07/26  Cheryl & Tony Leonard &Q : j
07/17  Don & Ann Hounsell 07/29 Ron & Jan Widell Harrsy
07/18  Joan & Jim Merwin 07/30  Jeff & Lori Lurvey AZNNWEERS‘SZMRW

(“Greetings in the Name of Christ” - continued from page 1)

I am reminded that just because | am not “so young anymore” | am still God’s child. “See how very much our Father loves us, for
He calls us His children, and that is what we are! But the people who belong to this world don’t recognize that we are God’s
children because they don’t know Him.” 1 John 3:1. | forget that | am still a child of God’s. | forget that most time my 3 year old
has more faith than | do and she is always teaching me what faith is. You can learn so much from a child, especially a child of

God!

To the right you will see the map of the vision.
Everything is centered on continuing to build the
child’s relationship with God. It is all about getting

our children to know Christ. (that’s all children of
God)!!

Please continue to pray for our children’s ministry
Please pray for volunteers to
help our children grow in their relationship with
Please pray for our relationships of
our children. Please pray that we are equipping our

here at Ascension.

Jesus Christ.

children to know Christ.
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Thank you for taking this journey in Christ

together.

Tiffany Spoor
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